
Dear Philosophy Fresher,  

I’m Beatrice, the subject rep for Philosophy and I was you last year! Be 
really proud of yourself, you did it, you’re here, congrats.  

This year, I’ve found Sidney a really welcoming, dependable and good 
place. I’ve made great friends and met so many interesting people, and I’m 
sure you will too. The college is a nice size in terms of people and place – I 
know where I’m at and can feel I belong, without ever feeling trapped or 
bored.  

Don’t worry too much about Doing All The Course Reading before you 
come, the course is designed so that you do a lot of the reading as you 
need it so it’s fresh as you’re writing your essays. I would honestly say to 
relax and enjoy this well-earned time off work before October. If you’re 
particularly keen, then having a head start on the Set Texts will do you no harm, but you don’t need to 
buy them! They’re easily available as PDFs online, and all the articles, papers and books you’ll need 
once you’re here are available through the library service either as digital or physical copies.  

When you first arrive, you will have a meeting set up with your Director of Studies (DoS) who will tell 
you how the academic year will look and answer any questions you have. You’ll have one essay a 
week along with a supervision where you discuss that topic. You have each supervisor for four weeks, 
so my advice is to make the most of the supervisions you get by trying to have fun with them rather 
than stressing too much. Other than this, all of your lectures and classes are on Sidgwick Site, so you 
can really choose to have a nice separation of work and college life. I really love the short walk over 
there, and most of the humanities are taught there so you can always find someone to go with if you 
want. Philosophy is a small subject at Sidney – I’m the only one in this year – but that makes for a 
really tight knit group of Philosophers across years within college, which is definitely exceptional but 
very lovely. 

A good thing to remember is that the people here are genuinely looking out for you and want you to 
do well, whatever that means for you. Nobody expects you to be perfect, especially at the beginning 
so don’t be too anxious about your first essays, impressing people, or asking for help. The 
welfare/support system in college is excellent; your Tutor is not just a member of staff, and you are 
more than a tick in a box to them. Having a good work-life balance is absolutely key – I would 
definitely recommend prioritising non-academic activities for yourself. You’ll be able to find out about 
all the societies and groups at the Freshers’ Fair, and there’s always so much going on anyway 
through various student run events, the Sid Bar, nightlife etc. 

All these things can be much easier to just have a chat about so feel free to ask me any questions 
either on Facebook (Beatrice Thompson) or my email is bt375@cam.ac.uk. I’m really looking forward 
to meeting you and hope this will be the start of a wonderful three years for you! 

All the best and see you soon!  

Bea (your loving Philos rep) 
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