
Dear Law Fresher, 

I am Zachary Soh, a soon-to-be 2nd year law student at Sidney Sussex 
College who will be your subject representative. Congratulations on 
making your offer and a warm welcome to the Sidney Sussex family! 

Located in the centre of Cambridge, travelling from Sidney Sussex college 
to any destination you have in mind is extremely convenient. Sidgwick site, 
where the Law Faculty is situated, is only a 15-minute walk away while the 
entrance to Sainsbury’s supermarket is a mere 5 metres from the entrance 
of the college! There is also a wide variety of food and entertainment options available within walking 
distance if you are looking for a fun night out to unwind at the end of the week. 

Being a small college, the Sidney community is very friendly and close-knit. You will frequently see 
the same faces around the college, and it will only be a matter of time before you develop long-
lasting friendships. An added perk of being a law student at Sidney is that our library has a room 
reserved exclusively for law students! Furthermore, given that only a handful of law students are 
admitted into Sidney every year, you will soon learn the names and faces of the 2nd and 3rd years 
who will be more than happy to share their experiences and provide advice if needed.  

There is no sure-fire way to be completely prepared for the course before you arrive and so you 
should not worry too much about it. To gain a broad understanding of the purpose and role of the 
law, I would suggest checking out ‘What About Law?’ by Barnard et al as well as ‘The Rule of Law’ 
by Tom Bingham. These books helped to whet my appetite for the law and allowed me to gain some 
preliminary insight into some of the many issues I ended up learning about later.  

All 1st year law students take four compulsory papers – Constitutional law, Tort law, Criminal law, 
and Roman law. There is also a half-paper, Legal Skills and Methodology, that requires you to submit 
a typed essay after your first term and it will be graded as pass/fail. Life as a Cambridge law student 
can be tough at times and there simply is no sugar-coating the amount of hard work and effort that 
will be required of you. Unlike other subjects, there are fewer contact hours for law students with 
about three lectures a day at most usually. However, a significant amount of self-study is integral to 
the course, and it is good to ensure that you nail down the self-discipline to do so! On average, there 
are four supervisions and two essays due for each of the four papers per term. 

Everyone has their own preferred studying method so do remember to bring any folders, files, and 
stationery that you need because it can be a little pricey to get them over here. It is possible to go 
completely paperless but it would be best if you brought some pens and ruled paper just in case your 
supervisor prefers your essay to be handwritten.  

There are a ton of extra-curricular activities that you can pursue at the University and College level 
so do attend the Freshers’ Fair to find out more. With good time management it is definitely possible 
to strike a good balance between work and play.  

I understand that all this might seem daunting and you might find yourself overloaded with 
information. I was just as clueless and confused as you but do not fret because I can assure you that 
you will find your footing in due course. Being frightened or anxious is perfectly normal and is part of 
the learning experience that everyone shares when they enter a new environment. More importantly, 
remember to relax and make the most of your time before arriving. After all, you have managed to 
secure a spot to study at Cambridge and most certainly deserve a break. 

Feel free to email me any questions at zjjs2@cam.ac.uk. Alternatively, shoot me a message on 
Facebook. 

Stay safe and see you soon, 

Zachary 

P.S. The main mode of communication amongst students in Cambridge is usually via Facebook 
Messenger so consider setting up an account if you do not have one and look out for friend requests 
coming your way! 

mailto:zjjs2@cam.ac.uk

